
THE SHAH'S AMBASSADOR.

MIRZA ALINAGHI KHAN AND HIS

MISSION FROM PERSIA.

A poi_sn_r> AN*nrxrrnîrN*t*T.r>ririii*»MAT'iVHOi9
Tiir: phauku op ax iMrnuiAi. messaoe and

A DM-OATS TO TUT. POSTAL. CONORKSS.

Washington, May ir»..There are many distin¬

guished men ir. the International portal Con-

press assembled at Washington. Hut the dele¬

gates from Persia, quit.» above their prominence
in tho Congress, have the distinction of being a

special embassy sent to Um I'nltod States by
His Imperial Majesty Muzaffer-ed-Din. Shah of

Persia, to announce his accession to the throne.

It will be remembered that just a year ago

Nrtssr-el-DIn, Shah of Petnln, was nssasstnated.
lie ascended tho throne when scarcely more

than a hoy, and enjoyed the remarkable- ro'.gn
of fifty years. All Persia was rejoicing over the

event In n great Jubilee, and at the height of the

ceremonies, when the Shah was about to enter

the mofirjue for the thanksgiving prayers, he

was approached by a man with outstretched
har.d, as If in the at of petition. Relieving it

to be this, tho Shah paused and kindly asked:
"What is it, my son"" They were the last words
of the nionurch, M tlM next instant the report
of a pistol rang out, und lie* fell hack in the
arms of his attendants, exr>i>.-ing in a few mo¬

ments. Thi* assassin was a religious fanatic,
who believed It to be hie duty to make a change
of rulers for his country.
Pome idea of the honor and Importance at¬

tached to the special embassy from Persia ma«,

be had fron the fnct that it la fifty years 6lnco

ambassadors extraordinary have gone «tut from

Persia on a slnv.lar mission. When the late Shah
ascended tho throne he sent ambassadors ex¬

traordinary to the courts of Europa to announce

tho fact. And now his son, Persia's new ruler,

include, the United States among the great na¬

tions to whom he in turn sends the formal an¬

nouncement of his gfciignlnii to the throne.

AN' UNPSPAL CET.EMONIAL.
Hin Excellency Mirza AKlMg-1 Khan. Is the

Ambassador Extraordinary appointed by the

Shah to bear the Imperial mssnugS to the Presi¬

dent. On Monday lie will bs preeented, with

oven more than the usual formal ceremony at¬

tending the presentation of a foreign ambnsssdor
to the President <-f tlte '«"niti-d States The cere¬

mony will take place ir. the Rlue Room, where

the Ambassador will délirer to the President
the autograph letter of his sovereign, and make

his own little speech, which he will deliver ex-

temporan«K.us!y. The President's reply will also

be without manuscript, though there will be

orintcd translations In Persian and English of

both addresses.
In the selection of Mlrza Allnaghl Khan to be

th? hearer of the Imperial message the Shah
conferred an honor not only on Persia, but als?'»
on t'-.o T'nltcd States. The Ambassador is an

accomplished diplomatist of wide experience.
having served his country in Russia, France,

Egypt and Turkey. His prest-nt official position
In the Shah's Government Is next to the Prime
Minister, the title of which Is Musteshar-ul-
Yczareh, or First Secretary of the Council of

Stat*. a position corresponding to our First As¬

sistant Secretary of State. In Persia he Is ad¬
dressed by this official title, rather than Mlrza

Allnaghl Khan, though Mlrza Is a title in recog¬

nition of learning, similar to Doctor of Laws In

English-speaking countries, nnd Khan is a title

conferred by the Shah, similar in rank to that

of Pacha in Turkey.
The Ambassador is about fifty years of age, but

.would readily pass íor a man ten years younger.

His firm, well-built figure is a trifle above the

average height of his countrymen, and his strong,

dark face, when In repose, Is grave and serious.

But when he smiles his fine eyes light up with

something- of a radiant expression, and he would

at once he called a handsome man. A quiot aik-

nity and courtly manner, together with an ex¬

tremely pleasant, well-modulated voice, complete
a. pereona*;..» that 1«- decidedly attractive. Mirza

Allnaghl Khan has had a distinguished career In

the Persian diplomatic service, ar.d with his

splendid court uniform wears many Jewelled
orders conferred by his sovereign. But his mod¬

esty and .simplicity of character were revealed
to-day tn a single sentence. When asked about

himself he replied:
"I have served my country thirty-five years and

have tried to do my duty."
GIFTED IX LANGUAGES.

Though the Ambassador does not speak Eng¬
lish, he rpeaks four other languages. Persian, of

course, is his mother tongue, and he speaks
French with the fluency and grace of a Parisian,
while he is equally at home in Arabic, Russian

and Turkish. Indeed, It may be said that the

Embassy is wonderfully gifted in ihe command
of languages. The secretaries are highly edu-

ratfd. scholarly men. The first secretary. Mirza
Mohammed-All Khan, speaks five langua-?«-s. in¬

cluding English, learned In India, where he has

spent much time in the Persian diplomatic ser¬

vice. The second secretary'. Major NevdOU Kog-

ajlan, of the Persian Army, who Is an Armenian,

gf.eekS seven l\nguaj;es, and his English i» as

¦perfect and clear cut as that of the born and bred

Englishman. He is widely travelled and has

made a previous visit to the United States.

Contrary to ihe general Impression, the ap¬

pointment Of the special Embassy by the Shah of

pf-rsin has no bearing directly or Indirectly on

tho establishment of a permanent Legation of

Persia at Washington. And the aid ointment of

th.- Amnassa-lor and secretar!-»'- as del-gat«-« to

the PontnlCongTMN was an a.'er-thoupht on the

part Of the Shah which hnd nothing to do with

th"- special mission, except In the opportunity
offered to "kill two birds with one stone." The
reason given by the Ambassador for not main¬

taining a Legation at Washington Is that the

bugin.ag Intereots of Persia In this country are

riot 6UlTJcient to warrant the expense of a Lega¬
tion, and the relation, between the two govern¬
ments are in friendly ihut there Is no cnll for

diiect diplomatic lrt< rt .'irse. Then» Is, hnwevr,
siill a lingering noemory of the last representa¬
tive of th" Shah at Washington, who presented
his credentlnls about ten years ago. ard afier

a few months' gervlce suddenly turned hi. i-aek

on the New World nnd sailed for home. It was

an open teeret at the time that H.vljl Hasseln
Ohooly Khan, the Minister of Persia, regarded
Americana as g "pecullnr people," and. on the
other hand, American, thought the Persian diplo¬
mat a "peculiar man."
When refer c wns made to the ex-Minister a

little .mile of a::,us- :ni in pasoed OVer'tbc Am¬
bassador's face, and !-¦- remarked that "th.- Min¬
ister was homesick, ver;.' homesick, and had to go
borne." Tbonph too (tollte r.r..i diplomatic to
comment on the at »ntricltie. of his count n m,
there was no concealment "f the fact that the
Persians themselvei regarded him a>> a "pecullnr
Jr.»n," nnd to this «lav in the official circle, of
Teheran be is chaffed nnd laughed at becnuss
he mad. himself ridiculous in the Diplomatic
Corps .t Washingi >n. Ha.in Hsseeln Ohooly
Khan wag a bu.lnes. man who became rich an 1
then ambltio s Nothing short of diplomatic
h« n-.rs would satlify hi. aspirations He went '¦

th Shah and begged th. gin of a foreign ml.
¦Ion, nnd the Shah appointed him Envoy Ex-
traordlnan nnd Mlnlater Ph>nlpotentIan to the
United State*. And thin is the little story ..f tbe
brief career in diplomacy of Hadji Hassel!
Ohooly Khan, who, when h- i«-ft Washington
returned to private lif»\

Postai. QUEfiTIONg To Bg gSTTLSQ.
With the formel presentation of the Imperial

message of tbe shsh to tbe PteoMenl the mis¬
sion of tin- Embassy will have been nccom-
pllshed. Put tbo Ambassador g_4 wcretnries
will remain soots time longer, to complete their
duties in the Postal C< ngress. Among th« quo.
lions of Interas! to tbe ;ioMt,-ii service <-f p.-rsia
Die m«.si Important I. a mod!(1 atlon ol the rates
of overland transit through Intervening noun-
trl- - A propositl 'i t. m« .¡!fy th-- rates has
already been accepted, and will bs reported
favorably for ratification by tbe congress In
the mean time- lbs Ambassador hopes to see more

of this country, and desires to avail himself of
any and every opportunity, with other delegates,of visiting the various cities.
Mlrza Allnaghl Khan Is thoroughly progressiveand keenly observant, and If Persia does notprofit by the visit of the Embassy to this coun¬try it will be no fault of his. Though havingbut one day in New-York after his arrival, thencoming directly on to Washington, he Is alreadygreatly InVresso.l by the marvellous enterpriseand progress of the I'nlted States. He Is meistimpressed by American railroads and Americannewspaper!, both Of which he regards with as¬tonishment end admiration. Persia is sadlyLicking in railway facilities, and the press Inthat country Is un extremely small power. Hutthe Am^s-'sadoi- makes th<- assertion that theluxury ofd imerlcan railways and the enterpriseof American newepajx is far surpass anythingof the kind In the world. The cable and electricstreet railways, In bis «»pinion, are a wonderful

system, and he marvels at the electric railway'srate of speed, which, he declares, is greater thaithat of steam railways in Itussia- -a statenvntemphasized by one of his secretaries, who a«ldcd:"If the Russian delegates are frank they willadrali the- fa«t."
In the single feature of Illustration alone,American Journalism is a revelation to the Am-hassador, and he says his desire above all oth'-rsIn sigMsofing Is to visit a great newspaperbuilding In New-York. "Do you think it willbe possible''" b" risked, adding that he had had

¦ glimpse of The Tribune Bulldlnt, which was
pointed out by his secretary, Major Bogajlan,who remembered it from his former visit, (in
being assured that it would be« not only possible,
but would be a pleasure to receive a visit from

HIS EXCELLENCY Mill ZA ALINAÍJIU KHAN.
Sperla! Amhassr.dor from the íshih of Persl,-»
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f, u
assy' he »Pataud his gratification and

said he phould look forward with greater Inter¬
est to his return to New-York.
Mlrza AHnaghl Khan is net an overcredUlOUS

man. but he has a sense of the ludicrous and ap¬
preciate«, a good story. On the voyage over he
heard a good many stories about thi.« country
some of which he was Inclinad to doubt as sctuaj
facts. As turtle «jotjp and tall buildings are n< t

In the nlnote'-nth century progress of Per*!**, the
Ambassador smiled Incredulously when told t«i
what extent they prevailed in th" United Btatca
And When Major It--.ca.1lan described the Im¬
mense size of the American turtle, th« Ambas¬
sador said gravely: "Impossible." When, how¬
ever, they arrived In New-York and the Aminis-
¦ador looked skyward at the eighteen, twentv
and more story buildings, he turned to his secre¬

tary with a merry twinkle in his eye snd sail:
"I am now prepared to believe your turtle siorv."
And he later added that only the evidence of
his own senses would make him believe the half
he has seen. Therefore, when he return-, t..

Persia he will be prepared to believe in future
almost anything ).e may heat about the United
¡.»tat.-s.
Mlrza AHnaghl Khan ha« a wif.« and two

children, and he egpresSCS regret that they
could not hav«» accompanied him Bui the one
month's time fixed for the visit of the Embassy
mad.» it Inadvisable for his family to undertake
so long a Journey, a Persian, by law and cus¬

tom, may have more than one wife, but, un¬

like the Turk, he is quits content wl'h one. and

th«? high-class Persian woman is able to hoi i

her husband's ^ffecttons and Interesta for her«
self alone.

WORLDLY MOTHERS DEPENDED.

THE »PROTEST (»K AN ENGLISHWOMAN
AiîAlNST 'IHK CUaTO>ág cu' "NATU¬

RALIZED KEW-TORKERB "

The Countess of Pesait in The National Review.

But, while the mothers sit sround the room <>n

their solemn benches, watching the young people
dispon m« themselves, how can they » * -1 î i em

ploy ihelr leisure than In discriminating and
searching etnona the performers, sortir« tin ..',-
from ih« -.»«»ais, the "|,.ir:is" from the "detrimen¬
tals," making up Unir mind« to encourage this one '

and to snub that other? Thai is what ne« .«..- them
awake till «h«- small hours of tho morning ami e-n-

al.!'s them patiently to bear up against boredom
and fatigue which are too often at the same time,

their soar,».
Thai is why I and others of my maligned clas«

fie::' moth and nail agolnai the- custom our natu¬

ra laed New-Yorkers ara trying so bard to accl!
matise hen t;..u of sendli r oui our boy« and
girls together to amuse themselves without the

much-abused selfless chaperon. New-Tork has not

vet lived long «no igh to evolve .¦ leisured class;
the parents are still no busy looking after the ma¬

terial needs of their children thai they en «pue

no Urn«- for the moral snd Intellectual on» T -¦:¦

¡.end th'-ir girl» swa) to school i" in- educated and
when they ar.- '.finished." as it is called, they launch
them like their boy«, upon the world to sink or

swim'. They have dene their beat for them and
can lio no ni'ire Put here it is different Here Ihe

leisured classe« b«ve risen equally beyond the

Continental snd antique Idea that Ihe young can

know nothing, and therefore anything so Important
as marriage must be settled by the elder« without
h'-\ Interference fn>'ii the children; end the Amer

can .«mi arch-modern belief thai marrase I» «

bargain In which it must be left to the stronger

and wilier to ge' the better "f the weaker and

' v&'insist on chaperoning our girls, not becsuse
we do not trust ti./iu. ss ! hav heard some folks

sneeringly insinua'-, nor becsuse we do nol tru«

our friends as some young worsen hsvs angrllj
put it, but l.au ¦. we wish » » keep the women«

children so lona .¦ w" IllilV unspotted from the

world" by which I mean that we th nh it* ns«-i

ih..-. remain Ignorant of vie« and wickedness, the

longer they Imagine that all m«sn «re Rood hus¬

bands In posse, and »II women good women In e«»e

ti- hsppli r tin.- and their futura live« will be*

Dare we I« uve them the« ID i»l<mi launch
ih.-m alone Into the world? Is a girl Improved In

any «ay by bavins to fU-ln for her own band, to

def.-ii,! herself from the man »he d» .. not cari ror.

from the wiles of the rival she has to ook oui I

is it not better for her, and foi lh< husband who

mai eon« that wi should »I" the lighting and the

looklng-out f'-r her? That w« shoul i find the man

ana then leave her with her powers unimpaired
a n.-r eye« leer, with the clear »tghtejln-^w iho»

! «.ni. Ilght-h« .h .¦ In« '"»n give, to make up her

I mit .1 and enalii« blm i m ik« up hi« mind, eon-

j earning thi futur' for them both"
Th« «i.;,;- »- i. leaena Ihs Isssos SSlli ¦.«...»¦ '¦¦.'

¦a perfei m ih -r n sksa a psrfsi I dSst i

To s-.;iii up: So long ss comfort snd culture, lean
lincas of bod) snd of mind, are purchasable rom

modifie«, so long as a« n of money mean« sranl ol

all ih«-.-.-, so long as are Wish to k<-¡> our girl»
light-hearted and simple-minded, Just so hu.« musí
we tolerate and rllns to our marriage market;
which enables the girls i.« enjoy themselves while
the matron-- do ihe marketing, »eekii the "true
mat-.' and Unding the "watch." as It 1- truly
called, which promises in-s: t« sei in that which,
let the scoffers write what Ihey like, lie« nearest
our hearts Ihe happiness snd prosperity of our

daughters
.- -?-

PBACTICAL snow OF GRATITUDE.
From Th.- Chlenvo lt.-conl.
Tho good unions nt Shanghai, China, desiring

to «l, something ta commémora''- the sixtieth an¬

niversary of Queen Victoria's reign, nm! to show
their gratitude for her long life and happiness, pro¬
pose to srscl a new Jail.

AUSTRALIAN TIMBER.

INEXHAUSTIBLE FORESTS THAT ARE BE-
COMINO OF OREAT VALUE.

THE GIANT KAURI TREK AN'l» THE ADVANTAGES
OK ITS Win.I» THE IiEMANP FOR IT

EXi EE1MNO THE SIPI'I.T.

Foremost atnunK the natural products of Western
Australia is Umber, w hl-li Is fast becoming a source
Of great Wraith to the colony. It Is estimated that
tbe forests of karri nnd Jarrah are practically In¬
exhaustible, and .1. K'lnli> Hrown. the Conservator of
Foresta ínsg the marketable value uf the timber
now matured in Vtfsstorn Australia, after a Hberal
deduction of one-third for waste In sawlnK. Rt the
maarnlflcent mini of £124,<Vl''>,«V'0. In other word*, the
(Oreet reSOUIt... of Western Australia cover the

preaent publie Indebtedneea, as well as the sum of
R.OOftjMI iiliout to be raised by the colony for public
purpose«, more than eleven limes ov.-r. Pracllral-

ly. all this timber Is located In the southwest divi¬
sion of the colony, and Is in Ptoet cases compara¬
tively close to ports of shipment. The karri tree
Is the Riant tree of Western Australia. An average
trer» may he rr-rkoncil at two bandied foot In height
and four feet in diameter at three to four feet from
the «»round, and about ene hundred and twenty
feet to one hundred and I'.fty feet to the first
branch. Tree, of this tdze, according to "The

Pkef-b" of London, are generally erur.d lr, -v»ry
re-pe-T. rir.d may be expected to tuin out timber
free from dry rot gum veins, etc., to which larg-i
tr-is ar«» usually subject.
Th- king karri has attained the helcht of three

hundred feet, nod one hundred and eighty f««M ».

the firs I limb, with a clretimfi-r. nee of between
twi . \ .-.nd tiiirty feet at the base. One tree has

yielded nearly six thousand cui.i . f.-et of timber.;
karri Is harder and heavier then Jarran, and.
th refere, for a certain class of work, I. more dur-
able and to be preferred .larrnh. on the other
band l> especially suitable for submarine ¡«truet-

urc, such as Jetties nn.i wharvea, a. it resists the
ravage, of the teredo navalla, «r sea worm. For
railway .¡cepera, the upper parts of bridges, an-l
.¦-¡.- tally road-mnklng for which U»i purpose it

la ..w i«ir.K extensively employed la London and
..tii. r eitles karri Is Inv.lU-b'e.
The various timber stations of Mewra C, ar.,! B.

Millar han their own line, of railway, an.l tbe In¬
dustry is beingden loped In a very enterprising man.
tier ¡i i". however, .-»Mil capable ol coneMerablo
extension, nnd, no doubt, a. the mints of tin-
two princi|tal hardwood, of the colon* be-
comi known the) will be \>ij general!) utlllwd.
At the pi. -' m time thi re are no less than 2.000 nieii

r 11 ; loyi -i In onn< lion with the various sawmills lu
v.--'-rn Auatralla and with their wives and fami¬
lies there are something like five thousand souls In
m.» colony ronnet'ted with ..r depending upon th.
lumbci Industry li estimated that the capital
represented in the eoîony b) the various sawmills
their railways, tramways, Jetties, locomotive en¬
gines, truck« wagons live .took and biddings Is
not far short of CI.000,000.

KARRI AND JARRAH POR PAVINO.
With especial renard to the use of karri .ml

Jarran fer road-paving purposea, It I« Interesting
to learn that these colonial hardwood, .re now
largely superseding such materials as asphalt and
»oftwood Mr i' Qlheon Millar, on« of tho prin¬
cipal forest owners In \\'i»--.m! Australia, is now
in l/Ondon, and that gentleman has recently stated
lhat ,11 Is quite Impossible t the presen! lime for
hi« sawmills In western Australia to keep pac«
with 'i.irrenl demands, f 11 - mills, which turn
oui something ilk«- fortj thousand loads ..;' karri.
not lo roenll-in Jarrah, per annum, are working
da) and nlghi, mid the machinery Is i>einK dupii-
eated with the least possible delay. Meanwhile.ordei. arriving for the timber from several ofthe I.. nid.m ves I lies, as well hs from Paris, New-
fork and uiiiir parts of the world, Tho special
qualities ol karri and Jarrah which recommend
them for road-paving s re their remarkable tough-
nesi .nd durability, and, In th. opinion ..i author!-
lies, ih..- are much in be preferred to softwood or
nine on sanitär] grounds, being siso non-abeorbent.
The prime eo.1 of pun I- not so greai as tha< ufkarri 01 Jarrah. but the life of the Australian
timbers ha. been proved In more than on. part ofI^ondon t" be Ihre« time» thai of softwood, where.,the actual 1I1--1 coal li onlj about >'." per cení moreUli sot onl) .re karri and Jarran mos; uaefuj
.ii.. crs for street paving, experience ko.-.- to showthat they an- -juit-» invaluable :or railway con-
at ruction and equipment Thev ate practical!) im-pcii.hable, and «ill neither rol in the ground noryield to the ravages of the white ant and otlwrdestructive inserts. iiwitiK to thee, qualities, it isnot necessary to creosote k.mi or Jarrah sleepersand thi chairs for the rails do nol require solead a baa. as in Hi.- rae. of softwood sleepersPor bridge planking, shafts, spoke., felloes andlarge planking ol any sort, general «/agonwork andbeams, there are fee timber« wnl n equal theTrVeetralian karri and Jarrah

Si'MM TESTS OP Till' WOOD.
Among tin- authorities who have reported with

greet favor on th. ueefulm m ol karri are m. a.
Pi ta he, Municipal Engineer <..' the dty of Parla,
and moai or th.- leading engineer, and surveyor.
or tbe London résulta If. Petech« plncea it next
t,. t.-k .m.i lien lu th« matters of denaltj anddurability, while for economy and '-«is« in workinghe i.r. .'.-is 11 to either Mr La.lett, late on« of th«Surveyors t-. the Admiralty, aubmltti karri 10

in. -i. exhnustlv« teat» and found that Its.
crushing itraln wa. greater thai was that of either
oak or Jarrah, which renders it especial!) suitabl*.
:.,r the beds ..: brav« machinery The surveyor.of lu- .uni., h. Paddlngton and 81 Panera.
vestries ar. unanimous m ihelr preference o." the
a i.trallan hardwoods over an) other material for
su.t paving Piccadilly circus and h portion u.'
Plccadlll) .mi. re entl) paved with Karri and ib.-
a-holi ol Regent hi Is shortl) to be laid down with
thi am* wood und recent! Ihe borough engineer
of Hastings reported on the limber In the most
-,i ora ble terms, and recommended Its adoption in
thai t"«ti wherever Ihe Iraffle is al .11 heavy. !

n.i.-r the rlreum.tances. then, ii Is reaaonablo t..
,iiitl.-t¡..it- 1 considerable extension of ths "xp.»ri
of limber from Western Australia to this and
other .."'in i.-. snd the Premier, Sir John Porrael
a/as luatlfled In the opinion which ha lately .-.<-
.¦!. thai he Indu.try Is on. of «re.it and
1..111;. importance to ihe colony.

A i:\li WAY o\ ICE.
t .m Ananera

ji 1..is been iea«rved for Ruesla t.» undertake
v hut »I" probablj rank an th.- monumental raii-
\, a) enterprise of Ihe nineteenth centón this
being th« completion '.:' . bell "t iaiis around the
u ,,.|,¡ .; !...»t. so far a-- tetra firm. Is concerned
The Trunsslberlan Hallway, which 11 now in
.,¡nr-, ,.1 ronstructlon, has leeched h« far an

Krainolarrk. whl-'h f« lb« exact centre of Aalstla
Rusel« and In four year.' time li Is expected tlmt
,, -ni' i.. completed to th.- Pacifie Coast, »nd
direct railway communication estebllehed between
ih. most western point of Europa and the most
"'.,.,..f Asi.. The most «lamín.-nut fact
lb OOnnectlen with the Tr_na«ib«-r:an Hallway U

that it will maks possible ft Journey around the
world In less than forty days, and thus Jules
Verne's romantic globe-trot will have been re¬
duced to the tune of 50 »er cent.
The work of construction has been PU**"''''. °°

with an energy not usually associate«! with tntngs
Russian. The manner In which the Government
has gone slap-bang In this work lins be.n a sur¬

prise to everybody In the engineering worm. nut.
like most Muscovite undertakings, the whole line,
from Chelablnskl. In the Urals, to Its present ter¬
mination, h«H suffered from l»««l maniiRement.
Th.- rails are miserably laid, and the roa.l ballast¬
ed In a most precarious manner. flmashups are

frequent, but as nolwdv outside Russia heut-»
much of them the a-orld Is not worried. Im¬

pace, too. of the Siberian trains is wretched, the

average »peed not exceeding twenty versts (about
thirteen miles» per hour. , , , ,Rut what he Russian engineers hSVS lacked m
constructional s'elll they nave compensated for _y
novel esperiments. Everybody knows that Siberia
is B 'Old place. The rivers fr.-«-«<- to B «'«»nsld.ra-
l.le depth in winter, but still nobody would COn-
OetVe that they would fr..-»., sufficiently to bear a

locomotive nnd a who!«» train of heavy wagons
hurtling across from one .««l<!<- to the other. Mut
such Is the fact. ,

The experiment was first tried on the River Obi
last vear. At first a light train was drawn b>
horses over track« frosea on to the icy sin-
fn<»<» of th«» rlv.-r. Tti« n a loeomotive was Steamed
across, and. as it did not go through, It was satis¬
factorily established that Sibérien ice was of a «u*-
tlnctlv bearing quality. One« thi»« feel was patent.
th«» brow of the Russian engineer cleared, ror,
while It was ass* to g»'t along rapldlv with the con¬
struction of the lin«- on the ground ¡tseif, the build-
Ins ft brl'lit.-H over the tl«.'-rs was a lonK.-r Job an.l
us s maltet' of fact ih»- bridges over the (il,I in,.i

the Achinsk are not yet half finished. "Wity not
use Nature's Drittes- the Ice?" thought th.- Rus¬
sian ami so be did,
My first experience of the railway running on the

lee was at the Rlv-r Achinsk. This Is a tob rablv
brood rlv.-r perhaps twl.¦.. as wide u« th« Thome«,
and when on that February afternoon the trHin
«teamed tip to Its western shore, the surface pre¬
sented one white mass of snow-cover« d Ice. rlie;
railway line continued down the slope of the bank
and across the le, to the other side.
The train stopped at the <<lg«' of the bank, and

the conductor bade us rret out and walk, humor-
otislv remnrki ig that. If the tr<«ln went through,
onlv he and the driver would be drowned.
The whole motley CTOWd of tiefurre-1 passengers

thereupon deeoended snd trail«-,! across the ice. At
the centre of the rlv-r I paused to WStCB how the
train would behsve. , ,

Slowlv the heavy mass descended the bank end
crept on to th.-|.-e There was s distinct "scrunch
ns the lo.oir.otlve left solid bottom Clnce all the
weif/ht of the train whs off th» land. I dearly reit
H sag In the lee. und 1» the cars pissed me. crack.
crack! crack! lis«, s bum! of small flreworks, noti¬
fied me that the Ice felt it badly Put it bor-
bravely, and in about live minutes' slow journey
the train was on Urn« land again

» -,-

MONSTER DREDGES AT WORK.

TEN" TON.s of MUD »9COOPBD PROM THE
NORTH RIVER AT EVERT I-IP.

The monster steam dredges now at work In th«»
river on the West Side of the city are attracting
much aft'-ntion. and crowds of people watch them

dally from the vacant lots near lloratlo-st. The
contractera Ft. <; & j s Packard, have agreed
to clear away 4«V».««-»0 cubic yards of earth on the
place where new piers are to he erected for the ac¬

commodation of large ocean steamers, and the
dredsrrs are being used by them to perform the
work. The great machines are operated from floats
snd, although the monster boom« and capacious
«coops Impress one with wonder, no true appre¬
ciation o' the apparatus can be gained except by
c]o«e Inspection. Th» boom? swing easily nul with¬
out B hlfeh or halt, although they are «i'."> and »I

feet long, and the giant scoops r>eeni to Ian',' ns

lightly as a bucket to s well-sweep, although they
weigh fen tons empty.
The scoops ar» of two p'ltte-rns, the large one

being a "dipper." This Is worked by a stiles of

levers manipulated by a man who sits on the
boom The arm or boom sen ¡s tho dipper down
to the bottom and then It moves beck slowly, scoop¬
ing up ma'ter from the bottom and chunks from
the bank, and when it rises above the surface the
blicke* conta!«»« a load o: ei,-ht cubic yards or alunit
ten tons. This mass Is dropped Into a waiting
scow, where the smaller or "Clam-shell" SCOOp Biso
deposit! Its load of about four tons every fee min¬
utes. Toe s. jas hold iiriou' one thousand liv<- hun¬
dred tons each, and carry their loada out to sea

In speaking of the machines Mr Packard said
that they were the largest of the kind In the coun¬
try "They must he strongly constructed," h» sail.
"beCSUSe their booms mu«t carry as much as
twenty tons at a time. On» of those we uos Is
125 feet Ion», and twenty tons on the end of 12'.
feet require.« strength "

The larerer pleca of machinery Is operated bv
three engines, with cylinders having thirty ¡nche'i
eiia r.e-ter and thirty-six Inches stroke, and the "

(»ni: of the dredges.

one has two 20x14 engines. It Is expected that
work of excavating Ihe 100,000 cubic yards will t:

about two hundred days.
Where the work is being done warehouses u

to stand and much old metal pipe is washed li
the «rater when the earth !s broken away Ms
of thus,- who «at-ii the dredging ar<» Intereai
in old pipe mor., than anything els--», and when
extra splash is heard thos-- m m« vlclntt) kn

that some enterprising dealer In Junk lias takei
dip in search of metal. A i Isiior to the place w

startled a few days ago bj seeing a man fu
dressed floundering In th.» unter He seemed
be in distress, but Ills friends on shore paid Hi
or no attention to him and laughed at the solicito
stranger, to whom thei explained that he was

dredge «>n a small scale s pipe-hunter
? .- .

BLIND tom'h iaht bays.
Kroni Pennsylvania Qrli
of i.it.- reara "Blind Tom," tha one.« fatuous ci

ored piano player, lias dropped «>ut of hIkIh. I.

he is not dead, is many suppose With Ids moth

and guardian he lives In s comfortable cottage
the highlands of Navcslnk. on ihe Jersey slue
th- New-York" Baj "Blind Tom" is now :--r

haired. Ills gtmrdlan Is Mrs. Eliza Ig>rche, wl
was appointed ten yean «so by Justice Andre«
of ib.- Supteine Colin, ¡i" committee of the per*
and property «>f th« mind-clouded musician SI

was then ti- widow of John <¡ Bethune, who hi
charge of "Blind Tom" for manj year» and tl

latter was only given Into her care after a lor
>k.iI struggle with her father-in-law, James .'

Bethune He has been bended over to lira. I;

thune witl.noney and no property, personal <

otherwise, out «if th«- hundreds of thousands i

dollars which he had earned «luring the prevlot
quartet of s century So it was necessari to kee
ti im at work aw lili« tongei to provide for hi« fulut

maintenance in cas,- he becnm* disabled by age
Inflrmltle«, and a so to enable him to tak« car«- «

his motli«, who was still alive m the Bouther
State«, anil look'd to Tom for support Ahm:
three rears ago Mrs Bethune, who was then Mri

larch«', having married Albrechl J, l.rtvhe. til

lawyer who had foughl her legs! bsttles in courti
had saved enough money t.> warrant the temporar
withdrawal of "Blind Tom" from tin- amusemen

word, so thai be mii--!it recuperate Ills health, an«

Ht the sam« time, familiarise himself with mailer
mu -leal compositions.
Tom enjoys his long r«-st. after so many years o

Incessant irav« 1 and work lie «lo«'s very Mtl..
visiting union« his neighbors, snd recelées fev

callers at his cottage.
II.. passes hour« at S lim- Bl tin« piano, playlm

ids oíd placea and practising new ones »Occasion
ally in- attempt» Improvisation but even then thi
Imitative fsculty predominate«, as th.- nates hi
picks out m«' usually thi reproductions of soundi
that li- lia» heard When no; at the plan., Ton

amuses htmael bi Imitating the small talk ««i

bull.« muí other visitor« to the l*erch« cottage, li
which he l« a silent listener, Hs holds Imaginar]
reception* nt which Ihe weather, new style« in

dresses and Ilk«- topi'« ar.- diseusse.] by the imag¬

inary Vlsliors, a« Imitated b> Tom, in a way that i.-

very . oí.leal. Ihii hs win imt do it if he knosra
then Is sny one listening to him.

In siiit" of his adrai.i rears and his reserved,
formal d< meanor in company. Tom l« merely an

overgrown child, and has to be carefully w.u. h d

by th.« mal«« nurse especially hlml for thai pur¬
pose M«- ha« nil lb« selfishness of a spoiled
child, and la j«-.ii«.us of anj attention paid
to any one else In Ills presence, He In«« little
natural affection, and csres only fur those around
iiitu who minister directly t«> bis wants, ii.- i*

willing that his mother shiiuld be token «are of out
.if the money he iias earned, but he does net wish
to have h,-r or hi« brothers iiml sisters near It: in

for f-ar that Hi«-«, may annoy lilm. or privent hi,

beim the sole ohjeel of the «Itentlon of those
«round him. With tin- exception of this childlike
s.-itishii« hm. "Blind Tom" ts eitreme!) moral snd
religious m his habits and disposition. He never
eats without first offering a pi ayer. an«l un Sun¬
days, will piny "my church music on his piano

It was »ni) after the conclusion <>f Mrs. Lerche'a
loiiK legal contest thai mother nt>«i non were to¬

gether Kg.(In for the tu st Hase sliieu Tom's In¬
fancy, but. after the novelty of their reunion had
WOrn away. It Was evident thai their tastes und
temperaments wer.« so utterly al variance tint
Ibera waa little likelihood "f their living happily
logethe r
"Blind Tom" Wiggins In his home by the sea-

shore enjoys llf« in hi« s-r-n.-u selfish way with
his plan and his imaginan visitors, and with
every reasonable wish «ratified since the courts
reb-need him from «he tenacious grip of hi« old
master, who H f-w year» «line panned over the
great divide into that other world where there nre
haicdlj'. no "lilitnl Toms" to tempt men's souls

PIRATES OF THE MISSOURI.
A NARRATIVE OF THE EARLY DATS OP

THE FUR TRADE.
Frank \V. Calkin«« In The Midland Monthly.
The Blackfe.t, Rloux nnd Pawnees were not the

only enemies encountered by the boatmen In mo

early day« of the fur traffic along the Missouri.
As In «V«ry Indian-Infested region there w«-re

deaoeradoe. and renegade, of the white pkeaocea»
sloiuilly ready to turn their hands Sgslnst theiri««
low«. And on.e, at least, within the recollection or

Jean Haspln, a band of t'.ieie «irrletl on it serle» or

successful boal robberiea, covering a parted of more

than two years. .
---

It we. before the day of steam, rs. when »mai

blockh'ouees and trading .tatton. were sintieren.

.long the river a; Isolated point», where ."»*

panic of tr.ipp.-r» and Indian trader» -the .alter

mostly Prench-Canadlans.had their headnuarter».
Prom thés.» remote post» fur» were tarried to ana

supplie, brought from the town» on the lower river

and th.- MUalmilppI Th« «mal' flat boat or bateau.

manned often by le»» than half a dozen men. be¬

cause wage, were high und profit» must be made
dared the peril of th.-se jo.in.-ys with a hardihood
such as pióncr enterprise luis exhibited ever sine*

the .lavs of tti<- .!.-suits and the l'Ilgrlm»
These bOSta had always to run the gantlet of the

Sioux and other tribe«, ami often met with earning
and perilous adventure., and not Infrequently with

disaster, Hut th- in.ii.ms. armed almost entirety,
at thi« period. With the bOW and arrow, .ve.-«» cau¬

tious nul bushwhacking In their attark». ami,
though boatesen were shot from the .overts of the
bank In every season of opea water, the croft might
usually be relied upon to reach It» der.tlny and land
Its freight unharmed.
Hut when a gang «f river pirates assailed one of

thee* boats the OUtCOm« was usually the «apture of

Its cargo and th. loss of some if not all of It» m
fenders.

A DKSHKHATK C.AN'O.

It was nbout the year 1819 or 1820 that the noto¬
rious Hill Mark«», who had h.-n driven nut of Mis¬
souri (Mlasouri v-os admitted in is2o> for lawlssswsse,
and who had lived fir some «.ears a vagrant, rene-

gade iif>- among n»«' Bloux, gathered g band of white
ami half-breed de.per.doe. and began to prey upon
th» hont:» of th»« trader«
Tills gang Of outlaws numbered, at dlfferi-nt time»,

from a doaen to eighteen <-r twenty of as vlllam.is
entthront« as were gathered upon our frontier.
Tnelr headquarter«. If they had any. wire never dis¬
covered, but that th.« wer« harbored by the dif¬
ferent trilies of the sioux scattered along the river
seems evident. Armed to the teeiti and supplied
With Indian canoe«, they pounced upon th. up «>r

down going boat m the dead of night, when hall the
crew were wrapped in th.»ir blankets If resistsnee
was mad» tin» n.en were shot down merellessly;
If not tin- crew Were ti-'d band and foot, the lioat re¬

lieved of Its freight, and Its men left to free them¬
selves of I heir bonus as be.1 they could. These
depredations occurred at different points along th«
whole stretch of the rlv.-r from tin- mouth of the
Platte to th«» Yellowstone. In these att.ieks the
robber, were Invarlablj disguised as Indiana, paint¬
ed and befeathered. and the Identity of som«- of
them w-a.s never established. Several of them wer"

known, nowejrer, and among tii--rr» the lender.
Harke, or "Two Plngers." as the Sioux «ailed him,
through tie report. Of Indians friendly at different
trading StatlO is.
This gang of rlv.'r pirates, or most of them, at

least, met a terrible and richly deocrtcd fate at the
bands of a few trapper, win», through the leader¬
ship and sirat.g., of Sim Battle, Blew them to

"kingdom come, ss Yankees bave lt.

SIM BATTie THE I'.* »ATM AN

A .-ompnny of trapper, had built for their head«
quarter., defence and storage of furs a blo-k-
l-onse. with th«- usual safe barricades, at the mouth
of the river Nlobr.ira. This station they oceiipied
When "Two Plngers" and hi» men Infested the river.
Twice In earn Reason of open water their bateau
«les««-tule.i ih.- river win» the annual catch of fur».
Th«* craft was manned by tic- or sla of their num
b. r who, with the exception of Blmotv Battle, an

experienced young boatman and pilot, *ook turn»
in making the trip. Battle, reared on the extreme
frontier, the .son of n trader, trained to the river
from the time he could handle an oar. wa» on" of
the lafest and most wary boatmen of the Mis¬
souri.
He usual'"* made his run» through dangerous ter¬

ritory in tli.. daytime, putting his boat Into the
cover of a secluded and easily defended rook upon
some island selected In advance, where hi» men
«n"-",. th.» nigh; in alternate watch and leiief lie
hid never losl a bale of fur.
l*P to the time of the incident here related, hi»

goings and comings had apparent!) escaped th«
C^'lnok of Hill rlarfce'S marauders It wa» Just
i. er the Köln« out of the |ee. nnd after a winter
of successful trapping !-. the vicinity of the station,
thit on. morning t White man and a number of
Indians -Hunk-pa-ps Rloux -cam. to the rdor-k-
hr.ise with furs, braver and o^ter, to exehange for
ammunition and blankets
BattU. with two or thr"-» of the men who were

-rolng down the river wl'h him. was busy at the
time overhauling, caulking md putting the b-te.iu
in r«-palr. No .suspicion would have oeen a-oused
against the trading party, perhaps, but whii-* the
Indi-iris were baterlng with the blockhouse trader
the white man sauntered down to the boat and
hung around the workmen. He talked care>«-i',v
giving information frr-.lv of himself and his com-

panions, the Hunk-pa-pis: said he had put in Ik;winter at their village on the Bsd River, that he had
made a aood catch of besver and otter, and had
more buffalo |telts si the Hunk-ps-ps town than
the Indians h.ul poilles to pack In

A SP\ DaTfECTKD.
He then ask.-.l when th« boat would siart down

the river, whether the "shift" would be mostlybeaver, haw many men would be at the oars: said
h- would like I» «o «Ions If he «lid not have to M
la k to R.o! River to rather ponies to bring In his
buffalo pep«, which the squaws were now ¡aiming:
said hi would bring dawn In June the biggest and
ih,...-i lot of "Injun i.nis" e.er carried bj that boat
Hauls list..ne.I shrewdly t.< thin talk, and when the
m.m flnull) returned to the station and rode off
up iii«' liver with the Indiana told h!« fellow« thatthe pretended trapper was one of Harke'a men.
He was so sure of ihe Cut that a council was held

nmong the men there won dosen or more a:the station, ami in» succeeded In convincing his com«r.oii.s that hi« suspicions wers correct. He thenproposed a hold scheme, which he would undertakewith thg helo of four of his fellows to tarry out.This. too. was agreed to.
There was an old il.ui.oat lying In at the station

a scow concern whirl) li.nl been used by the trap¬per» in season» of high water on the NlobrsraThis boat W«S about the siz«. of the bateau.Hauls and hi» men set to wotk. caulked and re¬paired it, and rigged it with the sail «if the bateaua single sheet of csnvaa -.!<. ,1 when ¡he wind wasfavorable Then, in the iilith*. they ran the scowinto the shelter of some willows, placed a barrel ofgunpowder In the centre, covered and packed thiswith coarse gravel and rock«, then completed thefreight with bales of bark covered with packs ofbuffsio pelts. When they had finished tin« boat'«load presented th.- usual nppearanca bales of fur,park« of blankets and provision for th« tourney,arranged so as to give sweep to the osr-hsndles andbar- room for the boatmen 'o move slong 111«' sides.Two pieces of fuse, remnants of some which h.uibeen used occaslonallj In splitting tie,.«, were In¬serted in the barrel with ends projecting betweenth.- packs which covered and concealed the explo¬sive ami its pocking of ro.'k.

THI HTHATACJKM
in the mean tini", as It was believed that «pi. swere on the watch, the bateau whs loaded In th«regular way, and again in the night the posltlinsof th« two boats were exchanged and the fiatboatmoored In front of the .«ration. At noon the nextday, wl:h Haitis and four mon aboard and Itsthree-cornered sail set, the tl.itiio.it, trailing aIlk-til skin* ar th,- Stem, set out on its dangerouserr.uiil.
The wale: WM high, tie current swiff, and. asthe wind was fairly favorable, the boa: madegood progress, despite it« clusssy build, it arai..... I'd nearly i«. Ihe waters edge, arid from III»shore, piled .is It was with ih«« light and »puriouiiiaa-s. no ays could have detected the build of th,..raft.
By siiiidowo the boni was many miles below th«blockhouse, and now it« crew, with Hatiu at th«Steering oar. keenly w.u. h. I the «rooded shores an.th.» sweep of the river In front.
Haul.- believed the attack would come that nighWhile passing the dens.« Ml of timber whlclStretched for fifty miles «ir more along the aoutlside or th.» river. »Purposely, be ran ft"» boat sielOM iu Slong thai bank a.« the waters of (lie curnuit won..I permit Th«- nun ate a «upper o"doughboys"-hard, dry biscuits and dried realson. Tin- nighI wore on with all hands athe oar» atiJ «1res strained With watchingThe mouih of the Jim Itlvcr was passedmorning close «1 hmd. th« Big Sioux River and tinOmaha town« not mnnv miles In advance, and Hi

sign of the plraii-s The m« n at Ihe oars, wear;and sleeps', wanted to run the Rstbosl ashore, tak.
a reel ami «,«> back. They expressed Ihe belief th»Hark'i mid 111« men Were a thousand tulle« sway
not nearer linn the rellOWStone at least, and finally
In dlsKilsl at the fruitless '«»tlilley, «hipped (!i«-|
oars arid threw themselves upon their blanketspread upon the bales

Hutti.« alune stubbornly remained at hi« pj«iHe held the sallrope In one hind and the «terrln,
oar in tin« Other, The «rind had gone down and thboat Boated idly, drifting along the shore, almos
within tin« shadows of the «treat elms um! cotton
woods which threw inte deep gloom every curv
and point of the bank.

TIIK ATTACK.

Keenly on the watch, while his comrades »norei
Hattls at length. In approaching a point of timhei
became »war» of several «lark object« lying out frot
shore upun the current, an.l dimly outlined sgalm
the drmo shore line. Watching them In sharp ei

cltement and suspicion, these objects took shape and I
motion as he drew near.
Beyond doubt th*y wer« canoe«, a hAlf doten Or -j

more, with men In them. Thev were lesa than a ']
hundred yards distant when Battis, as had been I
prearranged, yelled "Indian»! Indians'"
His men Jumped out of their blanket«, electrified. \
"The piratea close at hand' (Jet into the boat 1

quick'" hissed the young leader sharply.
Tnen while the men scramble,l to the re«r. sprang I

Into the skiff with their weapons and cut loos« from ;
the flatboat, amid un uproar of »hots and yell.
from the coming canoe». Battis kr-.e!' hidden at the
bottom of the flatboat He uncovered the ends of
the fuse, scratched a mated and lighted t>oth under «

the cover of his -111. Then qulek'.y covering th.
flzslng ends by muffling them with a pa«k of worn-
out blankets. wett» 1 hours hef re, he hisMly
crawled to the »tern, k-.-pl-»g close down behind
the plled-up bal-», dropp-l Into the water and swsm
up stream for dear life. The fmr men In the skiff,
on»» of them with a bullet.a chance shot In the
darkness -through his wrlsl, brought their boat to
a stand dangerously ne»r to th« » «-tie of «etlon
and watched eag<-riy f.,r Haitis. They »aw the
canoe» five of th.-m .» 'i containing three or fiur
men, approach and swarm around th.- flatboat.
Finding their prey abandoned, the robbers ceased
firing, and most of them scrambled hastily aboard
the larger er.ift, fastening their canoes alongside.

THK KPLOUOM.
The men In the skiff watched i« receding group

breathlessly, Hoth piece« of fure had been cut
to liurn about two minutes. The waiting »eemed an
ag<-, though the flatboat and !t- miscreant crew
wet«- not a hundred and fifty yard« distant, when
the powder barrel b|.-w up. Tn.'ii a grrat sheet of
flam«- botst .up. and In tru> glare if i: men and
missile, were seen thrown up and outward. There
was a heavy boom like the distant explosion of
thumb r a splashing of Water. s;iark< and tongues
of fire from a burning an 1 dismantled wreck. In the
light of which several overturned canoes wer«

seen, and in two or three of the nearest of them
m«-n «-limbing upon th.-lr upturned bottom*. Curse«
and retía were beard from wretches s¡: iggling In
th«- water.
Haitis bad b«en litt!.» more than able to hold hi«

own against the current. Luckily he had escaped
from the falling stones and ml»*:!.'», and now
snouted to his mea t» row down and get him. He
was go -n picked up,Fearing an ambush on Shore, the survivors of the
wre.-k were left o> «ave themselves as they could,
and the plucky Battis and tils crew polled up the
river two or three miles and landed on the oppo¬
site shore. They made a forced mar.-h out upon
the prairie, hid in a ravine an«! slop« the day out.

They retimed to .the blockhouse by n circuito*».
route, hiding in day time and pushing on at night.
The trappers w-r . satisfied that effective work had

h.-en done In punishing the "fur pirates," a» they
were called, and. in fact, no farfh.-r attac,«.* from
this particular gang were ever heard of afterwsM.
A frlendlv Indian tol«l at one of the upper trading

stttlons. that summer, that Chief Two Fingers
«nd elgh' of his men bad be«>n billed an! drowned
in the blowing up of the boa:, and the band had
broken up and scattered. Th-» affair »pr# i! among
the Indian« along th" river and th» wh'te men's
"heap »hooting boat" made t!i«-m wiry ar I cautious
of approaching a ft a * I¦ .1 - bateau for a ¡OOg lime.

PHOTOGRAPHERS BOTEERED HY DrST.

HOW IT APP-CTI TH-tl PLATBS AND WHAT

THgT !>'> TO ESCAPC IT.

Among the many evil« which are nttrihi.ted to
the g|| pervading. no*ror»to-_c-oacaped dtjr dust.

there la one which constitutes i grlo\ inca peculiar
to photograph.rs alone. It Is th. Injury **"SSS_
the flying particles, sifting Into the room through
every possible aperture, cause, to the delicate films
and sensitive pintes. All films are made of prepara¬
tions Of gelatine, and a large proportion Of the

glass plates now use«! are alao coated With th:«

substance, which. hhcauas of Its soft stieky r. 4ture.
Is particularly likely to attract e. -rv atom Sf dust
In the surrounding air. Th. particles, b.asavof
small, leave their impress in the form of opaque
spot» upon the sensitive sur.'.t an ! M "i niel** mar

its perfection. To remove th. damage, a gNUl
amount of retouching Is neewmary, winch t« not

on!y laborious and tiresome but which rannet *'-
way» be satisfactorily accompllahi 1 i' the dust Is

very thick. What is known aa the "CerbOfl process"
In photography |g probably gMW. anally Injured by
dust than any other, because an extremely delicate
lilm of gelatine |g used, Chiefly on account of this
drawhack the Qtrboa pro.*.-« i- seldom employed
In till» country, although photographs-are male
Which resemble the reel carbo.i picture, so closely
in color that they are called "cirbont:rpea." In
Btlgtaad, where the carbon pro'. M is n.cio com-
mon. It has become customary, for T>»ndon photog¬
raphers to send their developing work out of town
to be don«.-, in order to escapo the dust and smoke
o.' the ..Ity, Put thi. pra u<- has no: ¿,.n:« 1 much
ground here
The photccr iphers in this city, as a rule, perform

all iiieir operations In the same building In whicb
their suida.s at- .It lateo, anu, for th« .-..r.« ..: tiri»
keeping the uevclopmg pro ess at home, they are
obliged to be at great trouble in protecting It.
."ome of the methods employed lor ml
wer«» mentioned t.. . Trimme reporter the other
day by a well-known Broadway artis:.
"In the first place." be said, "ei not only keep

our dark room lis»it. t.ut tbe wnole top n«x»r lu
which it I. situated, spotleaaly san. fbe i¡o».rs
are all oiled until there is not a creek In their ¡.u;-
faco to harbor dust, rnd they ar.- thoroughly
washed every morning before we begin out
work. Ali the tablea, trayc and everything wa
us.» are kept equaHy «irán. The windows, Instead
of being In the aida walls, where ihi- wind wou!..
strike them and bear |he oust in with It, are in the
roof, ano very little <it;st. can come in Hint wa]
All crack» In the .icors or around the window
frame« arc .topped up, and arc keep ih« «lark room
tightly clos^«! as much of the time as possible.
with thes«- precaution., we manage to get alon;*
pretty well, init . c.-rtsin quantity of «lust st-ems
bound to creep In. and II cause« us s K>-'d many
hour:- of extra work In retouching "

Practically the s.une struggle against dust is thi
expert« hce of .very photographer in the city. On«
remedy which has been tried occasionally with su«--
c«»ss consists in tilling th- room which the plates
in«- kept with steam for s few mom« uts .-.-.ch morn¬
ing. This usually s'ifîl" s lo lay the <ju.-»t fur th.
«.iitin- day.

STORIES OF DRESS.

BOMB BXTBAVAQANT PHINTfCgPKa
From Tin- « lent lewoffi in,
You may remember whal l s aid last w..x. Mes-

dames, «bout the extravsgance In dr«-.-.« of women
who have not had ;li" command of money from thelc
girlhood. To women bom on the »tcp« ol thron« »

such extravsgsnce comes, however, very natural.
s«"1iik tii.it In reality it ¡« not extravagance. They
lie exceptions in t h «s as In otner things, h it s si idy
of Leroy'* a«-.-, int-.o.ik > ¦, i v\ «. us thai these pr.n-
1-,-sses wet.-, aft«-.- .«li. bis me-t pTol '. ¦:¦ istomera

l-'oi ill«- moment there were no n.itlv« pr n«'esses In
Franc«-, se i: i. oís little or nothing " s,-..- .1,1,, vcha.
they would hsva spent. I..r«" on s »ha.
th« Duchess d'AngouISme is capable i vu

returns to l'ail- after the re«loi itlon of her unch
Louis Will, and when, in virtue <>f her marriage
with her cousin, the »on "f the futur« Charlea X. «he
was practically tue prospi cum Queen of France w.»
must bear In mini that she Is the dsught« : o¡' the h;
fat. d Mai le Antoinette, and tl, ,t th" lat'-r had beer
bv no means.nomlcal In her tastes since ber ar¬
rival in Fran.-,.. The fancy costume« In which »he
played tin shepherdess at frían in >» »mail lort-
uii. s. and her dressmakers' und mlllín« illls ñera
at tlm.'s so liliih that .vn during Her reigtl 'he pur¬
veyors nos nil again refused "t<> go on without
som« thing on »«»count."
For Hie pr -.«eut.i. f.. at the beginning of the _*_.

pire Josephine's v .' emulal »r« In -...-¦ matt«'r o'
oresa are nearly .»il foreigner» such as Catherine o'
Wurtemberg, afterward «ju.«n of Wear-mails, th«
wife of Jerome; the Archduchess of Austria, the
Archduchesses of Russia, .»'.«i Napoleon's ihr.-«
sisters. Caroline, Kilos and Pauline.
erlne of Wurtemberg Is practical!) a mw
convert to th«- an <«f «doming herself, for
the <ji rman woiniu proper, even a princes».
Is not naturally ejegent. .-»lie has few origina.
Ideas In that respect, and si 1er best «he only
¡nutates mit«- or I«-«- SUeces«fuil) Hi fftShlOSSI Of
other countries, ghe» has ungu »tl nably more start«
lng virtues than nio- ol hei »t«-r* ..f foreign lar. is.
sic- is. perhaps, .« more docile w;... and as a :. .-

keeper is Infinitely superior, bui i- -i:\ authority on

sumptuary matters »hi does nol count. I«*st toi« >»«
disputed I may be permitted to digress for a nsoeseat.
uni really Justify my metier of telling storie».
In the beginning of lv".i Rachel w«a en-raged to

give a recital at Potsdam in the di iwlng .) i.y hefor«
Fr.'ib-rl« k U ill» Im IV, his t'ourt and his broth
li w BOd guest. Nicholas I H IChel ii ipp« d tS BO In
mourning and buck Is not, oi area <:.< .i¡rv.irt«»t «t
the time on such occasions. The mem. :.¦ ..- ... pped
o it of ihe railway carriage, accompanied bv hrr
brother, Schneider, who had been an, ictor hlmeslf,
who was afterward promoted .. the directorship of
the Koval Opera House, and who was then pruste
reader to th« King, dr« w her attention 10 ihe fact.
But th<-io was no tun«« to i« irn to Berlin and change
her dres«. and among all the Court ¡all.« to «horn
she was handed over not one could suggest on the
.«I ur of the mimen! a « ifflciently c insplc tous ahera-
tloi) t.» overcome th«- hill ul ». Schneller ha<l :.
com« to th«' res.ii«-. .«;¦. v Rs kel ., black lac«
naniiila. put a rose in her hau. .n.d give ber a pslr
of whit« «loves " limpie enough, H It not? Yet no
or.- hod thought »f It,
When women lik«> ili.s- ?;. t in.tl.it-,1 into the art

of Areas there is no limit to ten- fancy mid their
want» <"». snd Catherine ol Wur cml ne . x

caption to th«- rule, in one mom »pends ls\*gg
franc.«. Hah and dinner dr.-s.s, walking costumes,
exer so many coats called rvdlngot, tfrom «or
Kngllsh riding coat), and tl»- latter almost entirely
in light «oi«»rs, pink, yellow. inary color, -k> blue,
ST daxxllng White. Whit think you of ia.it. Me<-
dansest And when i s«W thai Catherine is by no
mean« tall or lithe, iliat 'her waist Is larger Hun
her life, f'r llf«» Is but a «pan." you will admit
thai my chars« agulnsi flermun «-omen «a general
I« not altogether unfounded. However, as no ugly
duche. I« downright ugly to a bourgeois, s., there
la no dowdy prince. or queen to l..-r.«v. He d^,e»
hi.« best in .en- mi, a.s «ni»! ,i( ¡h, other, run»
up a bill on one ocasión a single occasion of
4.'n«i francs, sends one ««f ois best hands ti CsaasL
«ml charges lilt» fr-m"* for the |ourney.
The bent historians are these «rhô pay particular

attention to apparently trivial Incidents. l..r«y ha«
till« In common with them, thai .». !'.« not for*;, t
the sm.ill.'st Item. for. In a.I Ittion to Ihe travelling
exp. nee-, there I« t.-ri franca for Mile I.osa lie'«
passport. And «"ii.-en Catherine pays t i* hill« with¬
out a murmur.
Not so two out of the tjir«'«' of Napoleon'a stssafa

These three must« however, be reserved tor my
n.'xt paper, for ti..-> becom« more 'nrereatlng bv
comparison. All ihr«-« practical!) «r. » i, -.i,».,se
themselves, and especially Psuilne. Josephine, and
sfter her Marie Louise, dress fir others. sJ wo
shell find later on. I^roy prefers, as \ rule, the
former, unless the others for whom they dress or«
not their husbands. >___¦


